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1. A method for treating an immune thrombocytopenia or 
inflammatory arthritis in a mammal by means of an in 
vivo antibody-antigen interaction, without invoking the 
biological function of the antigen, which method 
comprises administering to said mammal an effective 
amount of at least one IgG antibody and/or a 
complementary soluble antigen thereof, wherein said 

■ 

administration results in the selective binding of said 
antibody with said soluble antigen in vivo in said 
m.aramal, and wherein said antigen is substantially 
soluble in vivo. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1. wherein said soluble ■ 
antigen is a foreign antigen. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 2* wherein said soluble 
foreign antigen is adkiinistered to said mammal prior to 
or following administering said antibody. 

4 . The method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said soluble 
foreign antigen and said antibody are incubated together 
to form antibody-antigen conjugates prior to 
administering said conjugates to said mairunal. 

5. The method as claimed in claim 3 or 4 wherein said 
foreign antigen is ovalbumin. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said mammal has 
a pre-existing IgG to said soluble antigen and an 
effective amount of said soluble antigen is 
administered ► 

7. The method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said antibody 
is monoclonal or polyclonal. 
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The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said soluble 
antigen is endogenous. 

The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein an effective 
amount of said antibody is administered. 

The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein said endogenous 
soluble antigen is obtained from said mammal and 
incubated with said antibody to form antibody-antigen 
conjugates, said conjugates being administered to said 
mammal - 

The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein said soluble 
endogenous antigen is selected from albumin, transferrin 
and combinations thereof. 

The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein said antibody 
is a polyclonal antibody or monoclonal antibody. 

The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said mammal is 
a human or a non-human mammal. 

The method according to claim 1, wherein said at least 
one antibody and/or soluble antigen is administered 
intravenously, interperitoneally^ intradermally, 

intramuscularly, subcutaneously, orally or rectally. 

• * 

The method of claim 1 wherein said at least one antibody 
and/or soluble antigen is administered for a time and 
under conditions sufficient to inhibit platelet 
clearance « 

The method of claim 1 for treating an immune 
thrombocytopenia . 



17. The method of claim 1 for treating inflammatory 
arthritis . 
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18. A method of inhibiting pl-ateiet clearance in a patient 
in need thereof by means of an in vivo antibody- antigen 
interaction, without invoking the biological function of 
the antigen, which method comprises administering to the 
patient a composition comprising a therapeutic amount of 
at least one IgG antibody and/or a complementary soluble 
antigen thereof, and a pharmaceutically acceptable 
carrier, wherein said administration results in the 
selective binding of said antibody with said soluble 
antigen in said patient, and wherein said antigen is 
substantially solxible in vivo.. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the therapeutic amount 
of the at least one antibody ranges from about O.lpg to 
about ig per kg of body weight per day. 

20. The method of claim 18, wherein the at least one 
antibody and/or soluble antigen is administered for a 
time sufficient to therapeutically increase and maintain 
platelet cell counts. 

21. The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein said soluble 
antigen is a foreign antigen ♦ 

22. The method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said soluble 
antigen is administered to said mammal prior to or 
following administering said antibody. 

23. The method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said soluble 
antigen and said antibody are incubated together to form 
antibody-antigen or antibody-antigen-blood cell 
conjugates prior to administering said' conjugates to 
said mammal . 

24. The method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said soluble 
antigen is ovalbumin. 
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The method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said mal 
has a pre-existing IgG to said soluble antigen and an 
effective aiaount of 
acirainiatered . 



said soluble antigen is 



The method as claimed in claim 21 wherein said antibody 
ia monoclonal or polyclonal. 



27. The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein said soluble 
antigen is endogenous- 



The method as claimed in claim 27 wherein said soluble 
antigen is selected from albumin, transferrin and 
combinations thereof. 

29. The method as claimed in claim 27 wherein an effective 
amount of said antibody is administered. 



31. 



32. 



33. 



The method as claimed in 27 wherein said soluble antigen 
is obtained from said mammal and incubated with said 
tibody to form antibody-antigen conjugates, said 



an 



con^ 



ugates being administered to said maiiiir.al. 



The method as claimed in claim 18 wherein said mammal is 
a human or a non-human mammal. 

The method according to claim 18, wherein said at least 
one antibody and/or soluble antigen is administered 
intravenously, intorperitoneally, 
intramuscularly, subcutaneously, orally or rectally. 



intradermallyr 



A pharmaceutical composition for treating an immune 
thrombocytopenia or Inflammatory arthritis by means of 
an in vivo antibody-antigen interaction, without 
invoking the biological function of the antigen, said 
composition comprisihg an effective amount of at least 
one IgG antibody and/or a complementary soluble antigen 
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thereof in conO^ination with" a phar«.aceutically 
acceptable carrier, wherein administration of sa.d 
con.po.ition results in the selective binding of sa.d 
antibody with said soluble antigen in vivo aa.d 
„.a.wal, and wherein said antigen is substantially 

soluble in vivo- 
34 The composition as claimed in claim 33, wherein said 

antibody and/or soluble antigen is capable of inhibiting 

platelet clearance - 

«a r-T aimed in claim 33 wherein said 
35, The composition as claimea m 

soluble antigen is a foreign antigen.. 

36 The composition as claimed in claim 35 wherein said 

composition comprises said solubla antigen for 

administration to said mammal prior to or following 
administering said antibody. 

37 T-he composition as claimed in claim 35 wherein said 

comoosition comprises said soluble foreign antigen and . 
said antibody as antibody-antigen or antibody-antigen- 
blcod cell conjugates for administering said conjugates 

to said mairaual. 

38. The composition as claimed in claim 36 or 37 wherein 
said foreign antigen is ovalbumin. 

39 The composition as claimed in claim ~ 35 wherein said 
mammal has a pre-existing IgG to said soluble antigen 
and said composition comprises an effective amount or 
said soluble antigen- 

40. The composition as claimed in claim 35 wherein said 
antibody is monoclonal or polyclonal. 
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•^^nn as Claimed in claim 33 wherein said 
The composition as cxa^-i^c: 

soluble antigen is endogenous, 

■ -^c, riAimed in claim 41 wherein said 

The composition as claimed xn 

2 (affective amount or saia 

composition comprises an effectiv 

antibody. 

i,-««,^r4 -in claim 41 wherein said 
The composition as claimed in claim ^ 

• 4 c ctf>iected from albumin/ 

soluble endogenous antigen is selectee 

transferrin and combinations thereof, 

'f-Ar^r, as claimed in 41 wherein said 
44 The composition as (^idj-uiew 

composition coinprises said endogenous soluble antigen 
obtained from said maironal and said antibody as antibody- 
antigen conjugates for administering said conjugates to 

■ 

said mammal- 

The composition as claimed in claim 33 wherein said 
maimnal is a human or a non-human roammal. 

The composition as claimed in claim 33, wherein said 
composition is formulated for administration 
intravenously, intradermally, interperitoneally, 

intramuscularly, subcutaneously, orally or rectally. 

The composition as claimed in claim 33, wherein said at 
least one antibody and/or soluble antigen is capable of 
inhibiting platelet clearance. 

use of at least one IgG antibody and/or a complementary 
soluble antigen thereof for the manufacture of a 
medicament for the treatment of an immune 
thrombocytopenia or inf lai«natory arthritis by means of 
an in vivo antibody-antigen interaction, without 
invoking the biological function of the antigen, wherein 
sa^d use results in the selective binding of said 
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50. 



51. 



said solul^le antigen in vivo in said 
antibody with said so gubstantially 

and wherein said antigen 

soluble in vivo- 

c:=id medicament comprises a 
us. of cla^ " ,„,,.,av .n./or 

..e..p,u..c »cu„t c£ ...d at ..ast ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

.o.ubl. >ntl,e„ to slow 

clearanoe »hen ,<tolnl.t«=<i to a P 

thereof . 

4.>,<a therapeutic amount of 
The U3e of Claim 49 where.n the the.ap 
said at least one .ntibody is from about O.lug 
ig pe. kg of body weight per day. 

maimed in claim 48 wherein said soluble 
The use as claimea in 

antigen is a foreign antigen- 

. • m claim 51 wherein said soluble 

..e as Clawed in - ^^^^^^^^^^ ,,,, 

foreign antxgen is for ' 3^^^ antibody, 

prior to or following adminxstration 

. 4 in claim 51 wherein said soluble 

. ^ne use as claimed in ^^^^ i.^ubated together 

foreign antigen and saxd antibody are ir 

^r, rsr- antibody-antigen-blooa cej.j. 
to form antibody-antigen or antioo y 

e„_4.,,T-i rva the medicament, 
conjugates for manufacturing tne 

1,4,-, 52 or 53 wherein said 
I. The use as claimed xn claxm 5? 

foreign antigen is ovalbumin. 

, • m claim 51 wherein said mammal has a 

rrt:::; /o^*.. «.t.,„. ^n..aot...n, 

medicament . 

« claimed in claim 51 wherein said antibody is 
56. The use as ciaimea xu 

monoclonal or polyclonal. 
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^^'rr.c.A in claim 48 wherein said soluble 
The use as claimed m ciaxm 

antigen is endogenous. 

The use as claimed In olain. 57 wherein said soluble 
endogenous antigen is selected from albumin, transferrin 
and combinations thereof. 

The use as claiined ±n claim 57 wherein said antibody is 
used for loanufacturing the roedicainent. 

The use as claimed in claim 57 wherein said endogenous 
.olu-ole antigen is obtained from said mammal and 

• J ^^.^v^^H^7 form antibody-antigen 

incubated with said antibody to rorm j 

^^n-;nn;»tes beinq used for manufacturing 
conjugates, said conijugates oeiuy 

the medicament- 

The use as claimed in claim 48 wherein said mammal is a 
human. or a non-human mammal. 

The use a. claimed in claim 48 wherein said at least one 
antibody and/cr soluble antigen is formulated for 
administration intravenously, interperiton^ally, 

intradermally, intramuscularly, subcutaneously, oral.y 
or rectally. 
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